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SUBJECT: NEW LEGISLATION ON MEETINGS AND DEMONSTRATION MARCHES 

REF: ANKARA 0441 

1 . ON JANUARY 29 A NEW LAW ON THE FREEDOM OF MEETINGS 

AND DEMONSTRATION MARCHES WAS PROMULGATED IN THE OFFICIAL 
GAZETTE. THIS LEGISLATION HAD BEEN PROPOSED BY THE NATIONALIST 
FRONT GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING ACTION BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT INVALIDATING PORTIONS OF PREVIOUS LEGISLATION. 

2. THE MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE NEW LAW ARE: 

(A) THE HIGHEST CIVIL AUTHORITY IN 

THE LOCALITY WHERE A MEETING OR DEMONSTRATION WILL BE HELD 
MUST BE NOTIFIED OF THE EVENT S TIME, PLACE, AND PURPOSE 
AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE BY SPONSORING COMMITTEE OF 
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(B) IN ADDITION TO THE SPONSORING 

COMMITTEE, THERE MUST BE AN ORGANIZING COMMITTEE OF AT 
LEAST THREE PERSONS. THIS COMMITTEE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ENSURING THAT THE MEETING OR DEMONSTRATION IS ORDERLY AND 
DOES NOT RPT NOT DEVIATE FROM ITS STATED AIMS. 

(C) AT LEAST ONE PERSON OF BOTH THE 

SPONSORING COMMITTEE AND THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE MUST 
BE A RESIDENT OF THE LOCALITY IN WHICH THE MEETING OR 
DEMONSTRATION IS PLANNED. 

(D) THE HIGHEST CIVIL AUTHORITY IN THE 

LOCALITY IS IMPOWERED TO DELAY THE MEETING OR DEMONSTRATION 
FOR NO RPT NO MORE THAN TEN DAYS IN CASE OF A PERCEIVED 
DANGER TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR ORDER. THE MEETING'S SPONSORING 
COMMITTEE AND THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR MUST BE INFORMED 
OF THIS DECISION. 

(E) SIMILARLY, THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS AND 

THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR ARE EMPOWERED TO DELAY MEETINGS 
OR DEMONSTRATIONS FOR NO RPT NO MORE THAN TEN DAYS IF 
THE SECURITY FORCES MIGHT BE OVERBURDENED BY AN EXCESSIVE 
NUMBER OF MEETINGS AND DEMONSTRATIONS. 

(F) A GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE MUST 

BE PRESENT AT EACH MEETING AND DEMONSTRATION AND HAS THE 
RIGHT TO RECORD PROCEEDINGS BY TAPE RECORDER OR CAMERA. 

UPON THE REQUEST OF THE MEETING ORGANIZERS OR UPON HIS 
OWN JUDGMENT THAT PEACE AND ORDER CANNOT BE MAINTAINED, 

THE GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE MAY DISBAND THE MEETING. 

(G) FINES AND PRISON SENTENCES FOR 

NOT RPT NOT OBSERVING THE PROVISIONS OF THE NEW LAW HAVE 
BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY RAISED. FOR EXAMPLE, PREVENTING THE 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE FROM CARRYING OUT HIS LAWFUL DUTIES 
WILL BE PUNISHED BY FROM SIX MONTHS TO TWO YEARS IMPRISONMENT 
AND A FINE OF FROM 1000 TO 5000 TURKISH LIRA. 

3. COMMENT: NEW LAW IN COMPARISON WITH OLD, INVALIDATED 
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LAW APPEARS TO GIVE GOVERNMENT TWO POTENTIALLY MAJOR WEAPONS 
IN DEALING WITH DEMONSTRATIONS: (1) POWER TO DELAY DEMONSTRATION 
UP TO TEN DAYS AND (2) AUTHORITY OF GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE 
TO DISBAND DEMONSTRATION IF HE DECIDES PEACE AND ORDER 
THREATENED. RPP HAS PROMISED TO MOVE IMMEDIATELY TO 
CHALLENGE LAW IN COURT. 
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